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THE DOMINION OF NEW ZEALAND 

UTILITY -POULTRY STANDARDS. 



INTRODUCTION. 

It is fourteen years since egg-]aying competitions were started in 
the Dominion and the foundation-stone laid of the thriving utility- 
poultry industry as it exists to-day. 

The breeding of poultry, with a view, primarily, to their utility 
properties, had not long been in vogue before it became evident that 
it was imperative that standards of perfection, emphasizing such 
points of confirmation in the difierent breeds as had special bearing 
on the productiveness of the birds, must be formulated for the 
guidance of breeders. 

An additional argument in favour of this course came into exist- 
ence when separate utility classes began to be inserted in show 
schedule^. Standards were compiled by different bodies, and most 
excellent work done, for which those responsible are entitled to the 
gratitude of all utility-poultry breeders. 

In the hope of supplying a uniform standard, the North and 
South Island Poultry, Pigeon, and Canary Associations combined 
to promote a conference representative, as far as possible, of utility 
interests throughout New Zealand, for the purpose of framing a 
series of standards which would be generally accepted throughout 
the length and breadth of the Dominion. In order to give 'additional 
weight to the work of the conference the promoting associations 
approached the Department of Agriculture, and the Department 
granted them the assistance of its Poultry Instructors (Messrs. P. C. 
Brown and C. J. C. Cussen), whose work during the sitting of the 
conference was of inestimable value to their fellow- workers. 

The conference met in Christchurch early in February, 1918, 
when the following delegates were present : Messrs. John Jarvis 
(president of the North Island Poultry, Pigeon, and Canary As- 
sociation), who was elected chairman of the conference ; G. E. 
Jeffreys (president of the South. Island Poultry, Pigeon, and Canary 
Association) ; F. C. Brown and C. J. C. Cussen (Government Poultry 
Instructors), representing the Department of Agriculture ; S. Dick 
(president of the New Zealand Utility-poultry Club) ; E. J. Eoss 
(Christchurch); -A- ^- Moore and W. Scott (New Plymouth), repre- 
senting the North Island breeders ; J. Brown (Dunedin), A. Gapes 
(Invercargill), L. Cocker, A. E. Wilson, and J. H. Shaw (Christ- 



church), representing the South Island breeders. Mr. J. H. Shaw 
was elected secretary to the conference. 

After careful deliberation the conference decided that it could 
not do better than take the text of the English poultry standards 
as its basis or starting-point, with such modifications and additions 
as the practical working of the industry had shown to be necessary. 
The alterations in the text were astonishingly few, and consisted 
mainly of such as were required to emphasize certain practical points 
in the conformation of the hen especially, which the numerous egg- 
laying competitions and the -experience of utility-poultry breeders 
had shown to make for superior productiveness and prolific laying. 

The conclusion to be drawn from this fact seems to be that the 
absurdities, from a practical poultry-keeper's point of view, some- 
times seen in the judging of poultry at shows arise not so much from 
the text of the standards as from the faulty interpretation put thereon 
by judges. 

The standards compiled by the conference and the accompanying 
diagrams have a double purpose : First, to furnish every breeder 
of poultry for utility purposes with a detailed description of the 
characteristics of the breeds he is working with, which make for the 
greatest productiveness, and so to assist him to cull his flock and 
only keep for breeding and laying purposes the birds likely to give 
him the best possible returns ; secondly, to furnish a recognized 
standard by which utility-poultry classes in shows can be judged 
throughout New Zealand. By this means, owing to the greater 
uniformity which would prevail in the awards at such shows, and the 
educational value to novices and inexperienced breeders, such exhi- 
bitions of utility poultry would be greatly enhanced. 

The descriptions and diagrams now published in this first edition 
of the Dominion of New Zealand Utility-poultry Standards were, at 
the suggestion of the New Zealand Poultry Association, subsequently 
submitted to the New Zealand Championships Association, and are 
therefore those agreed upon by the highest authorities in the Dominion, 
including the Chief Government Poultry Instructor (Mr. F. C. Brown)- 
and Mr. C. J. C. Cussen (Government Poultry Instructor for the South 
Island), as correct representatives of ideal specimens. 

The Standards Conference desires to record its obligations to the 
Department bf Agriculture for granting it the services of Messrs. Brown 
and Cussen. Their assistance in compiling the text of the standards 
and their wojk in preparing the necessary plates were invaluable. 

In the conception and formation of these ideals the artistic in 
form and the possibilities of nature were the guides, while utility 
and beauty are the results sought to be obtained. 

With this brief foreword of explanation this first edition is offered 
to the public in the interests of poultry-culture. 

John Jaevis, Chairman, Standards Conference. 
J. H. Shaw, Secretary, Standards Conference. 

Christohurch, 11th March, 1919. 



ANCONAS. 



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

Male. 

Head. — Skull : Round and moderate in size. Beak : Stout, the 
point standing well clear of the front of the comb. Comb : Single, 
of medium size, not overgrown, perfectly straight and erect, with deep 
serrations (broad at their base), and five to seven spikes, the outline 
forming a regular convex curve, carried well back, and following the 
line of the head,, free from excrescences (or thumb-marks or side 
spikes). Eaoe : Bright red (without any trace of white), smooth, and 
of fine texture. Wattles : Medium length, and of fine texture. Ear- 
lobes : Of medium size, inclined to almond-shape, and of kid-like 
texture. Eyes : Bright, large, and prominent ; sight perfect. 

Neck. — Medium length and well covered with hackle-feathers. 

Body. — Deep, oblong, forming wedge-like appearance, widening 
from shoulders to thighs ; thighs showing ample feather, tight and 
dense. Back : Medium to short, and broad across the saddle. 
Abdomen : Full, deep, broad, and plenty of space between the 
breast-bone and pelvic bones, which must be fine in quality. 
Breast : Full in front (at crop), showing slight indentation towards 
the thighs. Keel : Short and straight. Wings : Large, and carried 
close to the body ; the ends well covered by the saddle -hackle. 

Legs, Shanks, and. Feet. — Legs : Strong and medium length, set 
wide apart, the thighs almost hidden by the body-feathering ; 
bone flat. Toes : Four ; rather thin, well spread, and of medium 
length. 

Tail. — Full, abundantly furnished with feathers and flowing 
sickles ; the centre carried at an angle of 55°. 

Carriage. — Very active, vigorous, and well balanced. 

Weight. — Cocks, 6^ lb. ; cockerels, 5^ lb. 

Femaee. 

With the exception that the comb in the single-comb varieties 
falls gracefully over to either side of the face in a single fold (but 
must not obstruct the sight), the back medium to long, and the tail 
carried fairly close and at an angle of 45°, the general characteristics 
of the female are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural 
sexual differences. 

Weight. — Hens, 5| lb. ; pullets, 4| lb. 




Fig. 1, — Ancona Cock. 
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Fig. 2. — Ancona Hen. 
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COLOUE. 

In Both Sexes. — Beak : Yellow with dark or horn shadings. 
Eyes : Iris, orange-red ; pupil, hazel. Comb, face, and wattles : 
Bright red. Ear-lobes : White. Legs and feet : Yellow, mottled. 
Plumage : White markings (free from ticks) on beetle-green ground, 
the more evenly V-mottled with white the better, but mottled not 
laced. Tail : Black to the roots and tipped with white. Wing 
flights : Black, tipped with white. Under-colour : Black. 

SCALE OP POINTS. 









Points 


Skull, beak, and neck 






4 


Eyes and face . . 






. 12 


Comb, ears, and wattles 






10 


Type and carriage 

Tightness and density of feather . 

Legs and feet . . 

Tan 






25 

14 

3 

5 


Size and weight 
Condition 






7 
. 10 



Colour (including beak, eyes, face, lobes, and plimiage) 10 



A perfect bird to count 



100 



SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH A BIRD SHOULD BE 

PASSED. 

Cock's comb twisted, trimmed, or showing side sprigs, or falling to 
either side ; or hen's erect ; red ear-lobes (more than one-third) ; anv 
white in face of young birds ; plumage other than black and white ; 
legs other than yeUow, mottled (except in adult cocks and hens, which 
may shade to light straw, mottled) ; any down or feathers on legs or 
feet ; wry tail, or any bodily deformity. 




Degrees from Horizontal to Perpendicular. 
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LEGHORNS (Non-sitters). 



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 
Male. 

Head. — Skull : Round and moderate in size. Beak : Stout, the 
point standing well clear of the front of the comb. Comb : Single, of 
fine texture, medium size, not overgrown, perfectly straight and erect, 
deeply and evenly serrated, the spikes broadening at the base, extending 
beyond the base of the head and following without touching the line of 
the hackle, free from thumb-marks and side sprigs. Face : Bright red 
(without any trace of white), smooth and of fine texture, and free 
from wrinkles or feathers. Wattles : Moderately long, thin, and of fine 
texture. Ear-lobes : White, well developed, and rather pendant, 
equally matched in size and shape, smooth, open and free from folds. ' 
Eyes : Bright, large, and prominent ; sight perfect. 

Neck. — Medium to thin at head, medium length, and well furnished 
with hackle-feathers. 

Body. — Deep, oblong, forming wedge-like appearance, and widening 
from shoulders to thighs ; showing ample feather, tight and dense. 
Back : Bledium to short, and broad across the saddle, slightly 
rounded. Abdomen : Full, deep, broad, and plenty of space between 
the breast-bone and pelvic bones, which must be fine in quality. 
Breast : Full in front (at crop), showing slight indentation towards 
the thighs. Keel : Short and straight. Wings : Large and carried 
close to the body ; the ends well covered by the saddle-hackle. 

Legs, Shanks, and Feet. — Legs strong and medium length, thighs 
set wide apart, bone flat. Toes : Four ; straight and well spread ; 
toe-nails medium length. ' 

Tail. — Full, abundantly furnished with feathers and flowing sickles ; 
the centre carried at an angle of 4.5°. 

Carriage. — Very alert, vigorous, and well balanced. 1 

Plumage. — Very profuse. 

Weight. — Cocks, 6J lb. ; cockerels, 5| lb. 

Female. 

With the exception that the comb in the single-comb varieties falls 
gracefully over to either side of the face (but must not obstruct the 
sight), the back wide and medium to long, and the tail carried fairly 
close apd at an angle of 45°, the general characteristics of the female 
are similar to those of the male, allowing for the natural sexual differ- 
ences. 

Weight.^-Hens, 5^ lb. ; pullets, 4| lb. 
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Fig. 3. — Leghorn Cock. 
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Fig. 4. — Leghorn Hen. 
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COLOUR IN WHITE LEGHORNS. / 

Plumage: Pure- white (straw tinge to be avoided). Eyes: Red. 

Legs and feet : Brilliant yellow. Toe-nails : Horn or nearly white. 

Beak : Yellow or horn. Ear-lobes : White. Comb and face : Bright 

red (without any trac^ of white). Wattles : Bright red. 

COLOUR IN BROWN LEGHORNS. 

In Both Sexes. — Beak : Yellow or horn. Eyes : Red. Comb and 
wattles : Bright red. Face : Bright red (without any trace of white). 
Lobes : White. Toe-nails : Horn or nearly white. Legs and feet : 
Yellow or orange. 

In the Cock. — Head and hackle : Rich orange-red striped with 
black ; crimson-red at the front of the hackle below the wattles. 
Back, shoulder-coverts, and wiag-bow : Deep crimson-red or maroon. 
Wing-coverts : Steel blue with green reflections, formiag a broad bar 
across the wing. Primary wing-feathers : Brown. Secondaries : Deep 
bay on outer web, which is all that appears when the wing is closed, 
and black on the inner web. Saddle : Rich orange-red, with or 
without a few black stripes. Breast and under-parts : Glossy black, 
quite free from brown splashes. Tail : Black, with green reflections ; 
any white in tail is very objectionable. Tail-coverts : Black, edged 
with brown. 

In the Hen. — Hackle : Rich golden yellow, broadly striped with 
black. Breast : Salmon-red, running into maroon around the head and 
wattles, and ashy grey at the thighs. Body-colour : Rich brown, 
very closely and evenly pencilled with black ; feathers free from 
light shafts, and wings free from any red tinge. Tail : Black, outer 
feathers pencilled with brown. 



COLOUR IN BLACK LEGHORNS. 
In Both Sexes. — Beak : Yellow or horn-colour. Eyes : Red. Comb 
and wattles : Bright red. Face : Bright red, without any trace of 
white. Lobes : White. Legs : Yellow or orange. Toe-nails : Yellow. 
Plumage : Rich blue-black, perfectly free from fe&thers of any other 
colour. 

SCALE OP POINTS (ALL VARIETIES). 



Skull, beak, and neck 






Points. 
4 


Eyes and face . . 
Comb, ears, and wattles 






12 
10 


Type and carriage 

Tightness and density of feather . 

Legs and feet . . 

Tail , 






25 

14 

3 

5 


Size and weight 
Condition 






7 
10 


Colour (including beak, eyes, face, : 


obes, am 


i plumage 


) 10 



A perfect bird to count 



100 
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SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH A BIRD SHOULD BE 

PASSED. 

Cock's comb twisted, trimmed, or showing side sprigs, or falling 
to either side ; or hen's erect ; red ear-lobes (more than one-third) ; 
any. white in face of yomig birds; shanks other than yellow or orange 
(except in adult cocks and hens, which may shade to light straw) ; 
feathers or down on legs or feet ; wry tail, or any bodily deformity 




Tail caeried at an Angle of 45 Degrees. 
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MINOKCAS. 



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 
Male. 

Head. — Moderately long and broad, so as to provide a substantial 
foundation for the comb. Beak : Stout, the point standing weU clear 
of the front of the comb. Eyes : Very full and bright. Comb : 
Single, fairly large (consistent with the size of the bird), upright and 
straight, free from any twist, thumb-marks, or side sprigs, not ex- 
tending over the beak, and reaching well to the back of the head, and 
following the Une of but not touching the neck-hackle ; of moderately 
fine texture, and with five to seven wedge-shaped spikes. Face : 
Bright red (without any trace of white), smooth, of fine texture and 
free from wrinkles or feathers. Ear-lobes : Almond-shape, fairly 
large (to harmonize with other points of the head), of kid -like texture, 
flat, but of thick substance, and fitting closely to the head. Wattles : 
Fine texture, broad and moderately long, and well roimded at the 
ends. 

Neck. — Long, and covered with flowing hackle. 

Body. — Deep, oblong (shoulders prominent and widening to thighs), 
thighs showing ample feather, tight and dense. Back : Moderately 
long, with a flat appearance, gradually sloping to the tail. Abdomen : 
Full, deep, broad, and plenty of space between the breast-bone and 
pelvic bones, which must be fine in quality. Breast : Full in front 
(at the crop), showing slight indentation towards the thighs. Keel : 
Short and straight. Wings : Moderately large, carried high and 
prominent on the shoulder, and fitting close to tha body, and the ends 
well covered by the saddle-hackle. 

Tail. — Full, abundantly furnished with feather, with broad, long, 
and well-curved sickles, the centre carried at an angle of 45°. 

Legs, Shanks, and Feet. — Legs : Medium length, stout and 
strong, thighs set wide apart ; bone flat. Toes : Four ; straight and 
well spread. 

Carriage. — Very alert, upright, graceful, and well balanced. 

Weight. — Cocks, 7 lb. ; cockerels, 6 lb. 

Female. 
Except that the comb, fine in texture and of medium size (five 
. to seven wedge-shaped spikes), droops over to one side of the face, 
and is carried so as not to obstruct the sight, and the ear-lobes 
rather more rounded and the back long, the- general characteristics 
of the hen are the same, allowing for the natural sexual difierences. 
Weight. — Hens, 6 lb. ; pullets, 5 lb. 
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Fig. 5. — Mi]srOB,CA Cock. 
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Fig. 6.— ^[iKoitCA Hen. 
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COLOUR. 

In Both Sexes. — Plumage : Glossy green-black. Beak : Dark horn. 
Comb, face, and wattles : Bright red. Ear-lobes : White. Eyes : 
Dark. Legs and feet : In young birds black, and dark slate allowed 
in adult birds. 



SCALE OF POINTS. 






Points. 


Skull, beak, and neck . . 




4 


Eyes and face . . 






12 


Comb, ears, and wattles 






. 10 


Type and carriage 






. 25 


Tightness and density of feather . 






14 


Legs and feet . . 






3 


Tail 






5 


Size and weight 






7 


Condition 






. 10 


Colour (including beak, eyes, face, 


lobes, and plumag 


3) 10 



A perfect bird to count 



100 



SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH A BIRD SHOULD BE 

PASSED. 

Cock's comb twisted, trimmed, or showing side sprigs, or falling 
to either side ; or hen's erect ; red ear-lobes (more than one-third) ; 
white in face of any young bird ; wry or " squirrel " tail or any bodily 
deformity ; any down or feathers on shanks or toes ; plumage 
other than black ; other than four toes ; legs other than black or 
slate. 




".Squikeel" Tail.— a Serious Defect. 
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ORPINGTONS. 



GENERAL CHAEACTERISTICS. 

Male. 

Head. — Skull : Round, moderate size, and neat. Beak : Stout, 
strong, and nicely curved. Eyes : Bright, large, and prominent. 
Comb : Single, of medium size, erect, evenly serrated, and free from 
side sprigs. Face : Bright red, smooth, and of fine textxire, and 
free from wrinkles or feathers. Ear-lobes : Medium size and length, 
texture fine. Wattles : Medium length, rather oblong, and nicely 
rounded at bottom. Neck : Strong, medium length, nicely curved, 
and abundantly covered with long hackle-feathers, which should reach 
well on to the shoulder. 

f^Body. — Deep, inclined oblong, widening from shoulders to thighs ; 
thighs well feathered, close and dense (not to show below the hocks). 
Back : Medium length, deep and broad, wide and slightly rising 
saddle with full hackle, which with the long neck-hackle give the 
back a short and somewhat concave appearance. Breast : Broad and 
well rounded (not flat) and carried forward, showing a slight indenta- 
tion towards the thighs. Abdomen: Full, deep, broad, and plenty 
of space between the breast-bone and pelvic bones, which must be 
fine in quality. Keel : Medium length and straight. Wings : Carried 
closely to the body. 

Legs, Shanks, and Feet. — Legs : Medium to short, strong, and set 
wide apart ; bone of fine quality and inclined to be flat. Toes : 
Four ; straight- and well spread. 

Tail. — Rather short, compact, flowing, and carried at an angle of 
about 45°. 

Plumage. — Fairly close ; not so hard as in the Game fowl, but 
not so soft, loose, and fluffy as in the Cochin. 

Carriage. — Alert, graceful, and well balanced. 

Weight.— -Cocks., 8^ lb. ; cockerels, 7J lb. 

Female. 

Except that the body is slightly longer, the general character- 
istics of the female are similar to those of the nuile, allowing for 
the natural sexual differences. 

Weight. — Hens, 7 lb. ; pullets, 6 lb. 
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Fig. T.^Obpington Cock. 
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Fig. 8. — Okpington Hen. 
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COLOUR IN BLACK ORPINGTONS. 
In Both Sexes.— Beak : Black. Eyes : Black with dark-brown 
iris. Comb, face, ear-lobes, and wattles : Bright red. Legs and 
feet : Black. Skin, soles of feet, and toe-nails : White. Plumage : 
Black throughout, with a green sheen or lustre upon it ; free from 
coloured feathers. 

COLOUR IN BUFF ORPINGTONS. 
In Both Sexes. — Beak : White or horn-colour. Eyes : Red or brown 
(red preferred). Comb, face, ear-lobes, and wattles : Bright red. 
Legs, feet, and skin : White. Plumage : Clear, sound, even buff 
throughout to the skin. 

COLOUR IN WHITE ORPINGTONS. 
In Both Sexes. — Beak, legs and feet, and skin : White. Head- 
points and eyes : Red. Plumage : Pure snow-white. 



SCALE OF POINTS (ALL VARIETIES). 

Points. 

Skull and beak . . _ . . . . , , 5 

Eyes and face . . . . " . . . . . . 12 

Comb, ears, and wattles . . . . . . 5 

Neck . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Type and carriage . . . . 25 

Closeness and density of feather . . . . . . 16 

Legs and feet . . . . . . . . . . 3 

TaU .. .. .. .. .. 4 

Size and weight . . . . . . . . 7 

Condition . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Colour (including beak, eyes, face, and plumage) . . 10 

A perfect bird to count . . . . 100 



SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH A BIRD SHOULD BE 

PASSED. 

Any down or feathers on shanks or feet ; permanent white in 
ear-lobes (covering more than one-third of its surface) ; long legs ; 
side sprigs on comb ; any deformity ; yellow skin or yellow in shanks 
or feet. 
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PLYMOUTH ROCKS. 



GENERAL CHAEACTERISTICS. 
Male. 

Head. — Moderately large, moderately broad and medium in length. 
Beak : Stout, comparatively short, regularly curved. Eyes : Large, 
bright, clear, and prominent, with bay iris. Comb : Single, medium 
size, perfectly straight, with well-defined serrations, free from side 
sprigs. Face : Smooth, bright red, and of fine texture, free from any 
white, wrinkles, or feathers. Ear-lobes : Smooth, medium size, and 
pendant. Wattles : Medium length, to correspond with comb. 

Neck. — Medium length, strong and profusely covered with hackle- 
feathers, which should flow well over the shoulders. 

Body. — Deep, incUned oblong (widening from shoulders to thighs), 
thighs showing ample feather, close and dense. Back : Medium length 
and broad. Abdomen : Pull, deep, broad, and plenty of space between 
the breast-bone and pelvic bones, which must be fine in quality. 
Breast : Full in front (at crop), showing slight indentation towards 
the thighs. Keel : Medium length and straight. Wings : Large, 
carried closely to the body, and the ends well covered by the saddle- 
hackle. 

Legs, Shanks, and Feet. — Legs: Medium length, smooth, straight, 
stout, and set well apart ; bone inclined to be flat. Toes : Four ; 
straight and well spread. 

Tail. — Rather small, rising slightly from the saddle, the sickles and 
coverts of medium length and nicely curved, the coverts being suffici- 
ently abundant to cover the stiS feathers. 

Carriage. — Alert, graceful, upright, and the body well balanced. 

Weight. — Cocks, 9 lb. ; cockerels, 7J lb. 

Female. 
The general characteristics of the female are similar to those of the 
male, allowing for the natural sexual differences. 
Weight.— Hens, 7^ lb. ; pullets, 6^ lb. 

COLOUR IN BARRED PLYMOUTH ROCKS. 

In Both Sexes. — Beak : Bright yellow. Eyes : Bay iris. Comb, 
face, and wattles : Bright red. Ear-lobes : Brilliant red, free from 
any tinge of white. Legs : Bright yellow. ■ 

Plumage. — Greyish-white, each feather crossed by regular, narrow, 
parallel, sharply-defined, dark bars that stop short of positive black ; 
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Fig. 9. — Plymouth Rock Cock. 
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Fig. 10.— Plymouth Rock Hen. 
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free from shafting, brownish tinge, or metallic sheen ; the light and 
dark bars to be of equal width and to extend throughout the length of 
the feathers in all sections of the fowl, each feather on females ending 
with a narrow dark tip, the combination of overlapping feathers 
giving the plumage a bluish appearance. 



COLOUR IN WHITE PLYMOUTH ROCKS. 

In Both . Sexes. — Beak, eyes, comb, face, ear-lobes, wattles, and 
shanks : Same as barred. Plumage : Pure white ; any straw tinge 
to be avoided. 

SCALE OF POINTS (ALL VARIETIES). 









Points 


Skull and beak . . 






. . 5 


Eyes and face . . 






. 12 


Comb, ears, and wattles . . 






5 


Neck. . 






3 


Type and carriage 






. 25 


Closeness and density of feather . 






, 16 


Legs and feet . . 






■ , 3 


Tail .. • .. 






'4 


Size and weight 






7 


Condition 






. 10 


Colour (including beri, eye, face, i 


md plum 


ige) 


10 



A perfect bird to count 



100 



SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH A BIRD SHOULD BE 

PASSED. 

Positive white (more than one-third) in ear-lobes ; red in any part 
of plumage ; two or more solid black primaries, secondaries, or main 
tail-feathers in the barred ; or any coloured feathers in the white ; 
shanks other than yellow (except in adult cocks, which may shade 
to light straw ; dark spots not to disqualify) ; feathers or down on 
shanks or feet ; side sprigs or sprigs on the comb ; wry or " squirrel " 
tail, or any bodily deformity. 
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RHODE ISLAND REDS. 



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

Male. 

Head and Skull. — Medium size and breadth. Beak : Short and 
regularly curved. Eyes : Large, bright, clear, and prominent. Comb : 
(a) Single, medium in size, set firmly upon the head, perfectly straight 
and upright, with five even well-defined serrations, those in front and 
rear smajler than those in the centre ; (6) Rose, firmly and evenly 
set on the skull, low, square-fronted, and gradually tapering towards 
the back, and terminating in a small but well-defined spike or leader, 
which should follow the curve of the neck without any upward 
tendency, the top oval covered with small and rounded points, the 
side outline of the comb being of convex shape, curving to conform to 
the shape of the skull. Face : Bright red, smooth, of fine texture, 
and free from wrinkles or feathers. Ear-lobes : Smooth, medium size 
and length. Wattles : Medium and equal in length and moderately 
rounded. 

Neck. — Strong, medium length, nicely curved, and medium 
hackle. 

Body. — Deep, oblong (widening from shoulders to thighs) ; thighs 
showing ample feather, close and dense. Back : Broad, long, and 
in the main nearly horizontal ; saddle-feathers of medium length. 
Abdomen : Pull, deep, broad, and plenty of space between the breast- 
bone and pelvic bones, which must be fine in quality. Breast : Full 
in front (at crop), showing slight indentation towards the thighs. 
Keel : Straight. Wings : Large, carried closely to the body, and the 
ends well covered by the saddle-hackle. 

Legs and Feet.— Legs : Medium length and strong, set wide apart ; 
bone fine and inclined to be flat ; a line of red pigment do\vn side 
of shanks, extending to tip of toes, is desirable. Toes : Four ; 
straight and well spread. 

Tail— Well developed, spread at base, true tail-feathers, carried 
fairly well back (not exceeding 40°), increasing the apparent length of 
the bird ; sickles medium length. 

Carriage.— Aleit, graceful, and well balanced. 

Weight.— Cooks, 7J lb. ; cockerels, 6^ lb 
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Fig. 11. — Rhode Islatid Red Cock. 
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Fig. 12. — Rhode Island Red Hen. 
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Female. 

The general characteristics of the female aire similar to those of 
the male, with the following exceptions : — 

Tail. — Short and well spread, forming no apparent angle with the 
back ; it should not be met with a high rising cushion. 

Back. — Long and horizontal ; in the completely matured hen it 
would be described as broad, whereas in the pullet it would look only 
moderately broad in proportion to the length of her body. 

Weight.— Rena, 6J lb. ; pullets, 5J lb. 

COLOUR OF RHODE ISLAND REDS. 

In Both Sexes. — Beak : Red-horn colour or yellow. Eyes : Red. 
Face ; Bright red. Comb, wattles, and ear-lobes : Bright red. Neck : 
Rich brilliant red, harmonizing with back and breast. Wings : Prima- 
ries, lower web black with narrow edging of red, upper web red ; 
secondaries, lower web red, upper web black ; flight-coverts black ; 
wing-bows and wing-coverts red. Tail : Main tail-feathers and sickle- 
feathers black or greenish-black ; tail-.coverts mainly black, but may 
become russet or red as they approach the saddle. Shanks and toes : 
Yellow. A line of red pigment down the sides of shanks is desirable. 

Plumage of the Male. — General surface rich brilliant red, except 
where black is specified. Free from shafting, mealy appearance, or 
brassy effect. Depth of colour (red) is slightly accentuated on wing- 
bows and back, but the less contrast between these parts and the 
hackle or breast the better. The under-colour and quill of the feather 
should be red or salmon. With the saddle parted, showing the under- 
colour at the base of the tail, the appearance should be red or salmon, 
not whitish or smoky. Black or white in the under-colour of any 
section is undesirable. A harmonious blending of all sections is 
desired. The bird should be so brilliant in lustre as to have a 
glossed appearance. Other things being equal, the specimen having 
the richest under-colour shall receive the greatest number of points 
for colour. 

Female. 

BeaJc, Eyes, Comb, Wattles, and Ear-lobes. — Same as in male. 

Neck. — Red. The tips of the lower hackle-feathers should have a 
black ticking, not a heavy lacing. 

Tail. — Black or greenish-black. 

Plumage. — General surface-colour lighter and more even than in the 
male, free from shafting or mealy appearance. Except where black is 
specified the colour is a rich even shade of bright red, not as brilliant 
in lustre as the male. The under-colour and quills of the feathers 
should be red Or salmon. Black or white in the under-colour of any 
section is undesirable. Other things being equal, the specimen having 
the richest under-colour shall receive the greatest number of points for 
colour. 
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SCALE OF POINTS. 

Skull and beak . . 

Byes and face . . 

Comb, ears, and wattles. 

Neck . . 

Type and carriage 

Closeness and density of feather 

Legs and feet . . 

Tail . . 

Size and weight 

Condition 

Colour (including beak, eye, face, and plumage) 

A perfect bird to count . . 



Points. 
5 

12 

5 

3 
25 
16 

3 

4 

7 

10 
10 

100 



SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH A BIRD SHOULD JBE 

PASSED. 

Feather or down on shanks or feet ; badly lopped combs ; side 
sprig or sprigs on the single comb ; more or less than four toes on 
either foot ; entire absence of main tail-feathers ; two absolute white 
(so-called wall or fish) eyes; wry or "squirrel" tails, or any bodily 
deformity ; a feather entirely white that shows in the outer plumage ; 
an ear-lobe showing more than one-third the surface permanently 
white (enamelled white) ; legs and feet other than yellow. 
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WYANDOTTE S. 



GENBEAL CHARACTERISTICS. 
Male. 

Head. — Skull : Short and broad, but without overhanging eye- 
brows. Beak : Short and well curved. Comb : Rose, firmly and 
evenly set on the skull, low, square-fronted, and gradually tapering 
towards the back, and terminating in a small but- well-defined spike 
or leader, which should follow the curve of the neck without any 
upward tendency ; the top oval covered with small and rounded 
points, the side outline of the comb being of convex shape, curving 
to conform to the shape of the skull. Face : Bright red, smooth, 
and of fine texture, and free from wrinkles or feathers. Ear-lobes : 
Oblong, smooth, medium size and length. Wattles : Medium 
length, fine texture, and well rounded. Byes : Large, bright, and 
prominent. 

Neck. — Strong, medium length, nicely curved, and abundantly 
covered with hackle-feathers. 

Body. — Deep, inclined oblong, forming wedge - shape appearance 
(from top and side view), and widening from shoulders to thighs, 
thighs showing ample feather, close and dense. Back : Medium 
length, broad. Saddle : Full and broad, rising with a concave sweep 
to the tail. Abdomen ; Full, deep, broad, and plenty of space 
between the breast-bone and pelvic bones, which must be fine in 
quality. Breast : Full in front (at crop), showing slight indentation 
towards the thighs. Keel : Straight. Wings : Moderately large, 
carried closely to the body, and the ends well covered by the saddle- 
hackle. 

Legs and Feet. — Legs : Medium length and strong, wide apart ; 
bone inclined to be flat. Toes : Four ; straight and well spread. 

Xail^ — Well developed, spread at base, true tail-feathers, carried 
rather upright, carried at an angle not exceeding 45° ; sickles medium 
length. 

Carriage. — Alert, graceful, and well balanced. 

WeigU.^Cock.s, 7J lb. ; cockerels, 6^ lb. 

Female. 

Except that the body is slightly longer the general character- 
istics of the female are similar to those of the male, allowing 
for the natural sexual differences ; feathering to be close and dense 
throughout. 

Weight.— H-^ns, GJ lb. ; pullets, 5 J lb. 



34 




Fio. 13. — Wyandotte Cock. 
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Fig. 14. — Wyandotte Hen. 
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COLOUE IN SILVER WYANDOTTES. 

In Both Sexes. — Beak : Horn-colour, shading into or tipped with 
yellow. Eye : Bright bay. Comb, face, ear-lobes, and wattles : 
Bright red. Shanks and feet : Bright yellow. 

In the Cock. — Head : Silvery white. Neck : Silvery white with 
clear black stripe through centre of each feather, free from ticks. 
Saddle : Hackles to match the neck. Back : Silvery white, free from 
yellow or straw colour. Shoulder-tip : White, laced with black. 
Wing-bow : Silvery white. Wing-coverts : Evenly laced, forming (at 
least) two well-defined bars. Secondaries : Black on inner and wide 
white stripe on outer web, the edge laced with black. Primaries or 
flights : Black on inner web, and broadly laced white on outer edge. 
Breast and under-parts : The web white, with well-defined jet-black 
lacing, free from double or white outer lacing ; the lacing regular 
from throat to back of thighs, showing green lustre. Thighs and 
flufi : Black or dark slate, powdered with dark grey, with clear 
lacing round hocks and outer side of thighs. True tail-feathers and 
sickles : Black, showing green lustre. 

In the Hen. — Head : Silvery white. Neck : Silvery white with 
clear black stripe through centre of each feather ; free from ticks. 
Breast and back : Under-colour dark slate ; web white, with regular, 
well-defined, jet-black lacing, free from double or outer lacing, and 
showing green lustre. Wings : Same as back on the broad portion. 
Secondaries and primaries as in the cook. Tail : Black, showing 
green lustre ; the coverts black with a white centre to each feather. 
Thighs and fluff : Black or dark slate, powdered with dark grey. 
(Note. — Regularity of lacing and quality of colour in all cases to 
count above any particular breadth of lacing.) 

COLOUR IN WHITE WYANDOTTES. 
In Both Sexes. — Beak : Bright yellow. Eye : Bright bay. Comb, 
face, ear-lobes, and wattles: Bright red. Plumage: Pure -white 
throughout ; straw-colour to be avoided. Legs and feet : Bright 
yellow. 

COLOUR IN BLACK WYANDOTTES. 
Beak. — Bright yellow. Eyes : bright bay. Comb, wattles, and 
ear-lobes : Bright red. Legs and feet : Bright yellow. Plumage : 
Black with a beetle-green sheen, the under-colour as dark (black) as 
possible. 

COLOUR IN GOLD-LACED WYANDOTTES. 

Head-points (except beak). — Horn, shaded into or tipped with 
yellow. 

Legs and Feet. — Bright yellow. 
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Plumage of the Cock.~B.ioh golden bay with black markings. 
Hackles with distinct black stripe down the centre of each feather ; 
free from ticks, black outer edging, or black tips. Back : Free from 
black or from deep maroon. Breast and under-parts ; With well- 
defined jet-black lacing, free from double or bay outer lacing, the 
marking regular from throat to back of thighs, showing green lustre. 
Thighs and flufi : Black or dark slate, slightly powdered with gold, 
with clean lacing round hocks and outer side of thighs. Shoulder-tip : 
Laced with black. Wings : Bow, rich golden bay ; coverts, evenly 
laced, forming two (at least) well-defined bars ; secondaries, black on 
inner and wide golden stripe on outer web, the edge laced with black ; 
primaries, black on inner web, and broadly laced gold on outer edge. 
True tail-feathers and sickles : Black, showing green lustre. (Note. — 
Brightness and uniformity of colour to be considered of more value 
than any particular shade.) 

Plumage of the Hen. — Hackle, thighs, and fluff : As in the cock. 
Breast, back, and wings : As on the cock's breast ; the secondaries 
and primaries as in the cock. Tail : Black, with a green lustre, the 
coverts black with a rich golden bay centre to each feather. (Note. — 
Brightness and equality of ground, and regularity of lacing through- 
out, to be of first importance.) 

COLOUR IN COLUMBIAN WYANDOTTBS. 

In Both Sexes. — Beak : Yellow or horn-coloured. Eye : Bright 
bay. Comb, face, ear-lobes, and wattles : Bright red. Legs g.nd feet : 
Bright yellow. 

Plumage of the Cock. — White with black markings. Neck-hackle : 
With a distinct black stripe down the centre of each feather, but free 
from a black outer edging and black tips. Wings : Primaries black, 
or black edged with white ; secondaries, black on the inner edge and 
white on the outer. Tail : Glossy green-black, with the coverts either 
laced or not with white. Remainder of the plumage : Pearl-white, 
entirely free from ticking, the under-colour being either slate, blue- 
white, or white. 

PluwMje of the Hen. — Hackle : Bright, intense black feathers, 
entirely surrounded with a silver-white margin. Wings, taU, and 
remainder of plumage : As in the cock. 

COLOUR IN PARTRIDGE WYANDOTTES. 

Head-points, Legs, and Feet. — As in the Gold-laced. 

Plumage of the Cock. — Hackles : Orange or golden red, with paler 
shade at back, each feather having a glossy black strip down the 
centre. Back and .shoulder : Rich bright red, free from maroon or 
purple shade. Wings : Bars, solid black ; secondaries, rich bay on 
outer web, and black on inner web and end of feather, the rich bay 
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alone showing wlien the wing is closed. Breast : Black, free from 
ticks. Flufi : Solid black. Tail, including sickles and tail-coverts : 
Glossy metallic black. 

Plumage of the Hen. — Hackle : Golden yellow, clearly pencilled. 
Breast, back, and wings : Light-brown ground, free from red or yellow 
tinge, every feather distinctly and plentifully pencilled with a darker 
shade, the pencilling uniform throughout and following the form of 
the feather ; a brick or yellow ground is objectionable. FlufE : Brown 
(free from yellow or red), slightly pencilled ; the more pencilling the 
better. Tail : True feathers black, shading to brown at top, which 
should be well pencilled. 



SCALE OF POINTS (ALL VARIETIES). 

Points. 

Skull and beak . . . . . . . , 5 

Eyes and face . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Comb, ears, and wattles . . . . . . . . 5 

Neck . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Type and carriage . . . . . . . . 25 

Closeness and density of feather . . . . . . 16 

Legs and feet . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Tail .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 

Size and weight . . . . . . . . 7 

Condition . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Colour (including beak, eye, face, and plumage) . . 10 

A perfect bird to count . . . . 100 



SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH A BIRD SHOULD BE 

PASSED. 

Any down or feathers on shanks or toes ; permanent white or 
yellow on ear-lobe, covering more than one-third of its surface ; comb 
other than rose, or falling over on one side, or so large as to obstruct 
the sight ; wry taU, or any other bodily deformity ; shanks other than 
yeUow (except in adult cocks and hens, which may shade to light 
straw). 




Wyandotte Laced Feather (Ideal). 
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INDIAN RUNNER DUCKS. 



GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS. 

Head. — Skull : Comparatively flat on top, long, narrow, and finely 
formed. Bill: Very long and strong, fairly broad, coming straight 
down from the skull and giving it the appearance of a long wedge ; 
the long sweep of the top Une of the head should continue without an 
indentation or stop right down to the end of the bill, and should not 
dip in the centre (known as " dished "). Eyes : Large, bright, promi- 
nent, set high in the head. 

Neck. — Long and slender. 

Body. — Long and inclined to be racy (widening from shoulders to 
thighs), closely feathered. Back : Broad across the saddle. Shoulders : 
Gently sloping, gradually tapering upwards until they meet the neck. 
Abdomen : Full, deep, and broad (bad defect any sign of keel). 
Wings : Medium length and closely carried. Tail : Composed of long 
stifE feathers carried in a line with the body ; the drake having two 
or three curled feathers. 

Legs and Feet. — Legs : Medium length, set well back, and com- 
pelling the bird to carry itself fairly upright. Toes : Straight, con- 
nected by web. 

Carriage. — Alert and very active. The body should be carried 
fairly erect, the head high and slightly forward. The duck should be 
very full in front, deep abdomen, showing indentation between front 
and abdomen, but no sign of keel. (When on the run they travel 
with a straight-out run, and should not waddle.) 

Weight. — In either sex not to exceed 5^ lb. or to be less than 3| lb. 

Plumage. — Fawn and white. Head : Cap and cheeks fawn, a 
narrow line of white dividing those markings, and a line of white 
about \ in. wide dividing the base of the bill from the head-markings. 
Neck : White from the head to IJ in. to 2 in. from the base of the 
neck, where it joins the fawn evenly and abruptly all round ; the lower 
part of the neck fawn. Breast (upper part, about ^alf-way between 
the point of the breast-bone and the legs), shoulders, wings (top part), 
back and tail : Fawn. Flights and flufi : White, except an indistinct 
line of colour running from the base of the tail to the thighs. The 
colour should be uniform throughout the whole of the surface plumage, 
except the tail of the drake, which is of a dark shade. The fawn of 
the shoulders, the top part of the wings, and the tail is the shape of a 
heart pressed flat on the back. The two colours throughout should be 
cleanly cut, and not running into each other. 
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Fig. 15. — Indiajst Runnee Drake. 
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Pjq 16. — Indian Runner Duck. 
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SCALE OF POINTS.— FAWN INDIAN EUNNER DUCKS. 

Points. 

Head, eyes, and bill . . . . • . . . 15 

Neck .. .. .. .. .. ..10 

Type and carriage . . . . . . . . 25 

Tightness and density of feather . . . . . . 15 

Legs and feet . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Size and weight . . . . . . . . 7 

Condition . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Colour (including beak, eye, face, and plumage) . . 15 



A perfect bird to count 



100 



SERIOUS DEFECTS FOR WHICH A BIRD SHOULD BE 

PASSED. 

Blue ribbon wing-bars ; claret breast ; absence of feathers from 
the wings or any other part of the body ; slipped or twisted wings ; 
wry tail ; or any other deformity. 
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GLOSSARY. 

(Extracts from the Poultry Club's Standard, England.) 

Bands. — See " Pencilling." 

Barring. — Alternate stripes of light and dark across a feather, 
somewhat similar to the pencilling of a Gold or Silvered Pencilled 
Hamburgh hen, but generally not so fine, and most distinctly seen in 
the Barred Plymouth Eock. 

Bean. — A black spot or mark at the tip of the upper mandible 
of a water-fowl, seen in Indian Runners. 

Beetle Brows. — Heavy overhanging eyebrows, as, for instance, in 
the Malay. 

Breast. — The front of a fowl's body above the point of the keel- 
bone to the base of the neck. 

Cap. — A comb ; also the upper part of a fowl's skull. 
Cape. — The feathers under and at the base of the neck-hackle, 
between the shoulders. (The word, however, is seldom used.) 
Carriage. — The bearing, attitude, or style of a bird. 
Cloudy. — Indistinct (see " Mossy "). 

Collar. — A white mark almost encircling the neck of a Rouen drake, 
known as the " ring." 

Comb. — The fleshy protuberance on the top of a fowl's head, vary- 
ing considerably in type and size, and including the rose of the Ham- 
burgh, Wyandotte, &c., the single of the Leghorn and Minorca, &c. 

Condition. — The state of a fowl as regards its health, the brightness 
of its headgear and plumage. 

Cushion. — A mass of feathers over the back of a hen covering the 
root of her tail, and most prominently developed in the Cochin. 

Dewlap. — The gullet (so called), seen to the best advantage in adult 
geese. 

Diamond. — The wiijg-bay, most generally in use among Game 
fanciers. 

Dubbing. — Cutting off the comb, wattles, and ear-lobes, so as to 
leave a fowl's head smooth. 

Duck-Jooted. — Having feet Hke a duck : generally applied to Game 
fowls when the hind toe, instead of being straight out behind in a 
line with the middle toe, lies close to the inner side of the foot. 
Allowable, though not desirable, in the Aseel, but a fault in all other 
breeds of fowl. 

Ear-lobes. — The folds of skin hanging below the ears, and by some 
people called the " deaf-ears." The lobes vary in size, shape, and 
colour, the last-named including purple-black, turquoise blue, cream, 
red, white, and white sanded with red. 

Flights.— The primary feathers of the wings, used in fljdng, but 
tucked out of sight when the bird is at rest. 

Fluff.— Boit downy feathers around the thighs, chiefly developed 
in birds of the Cochin type ; also the downy part of the feather (the 
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under-colour) not seen as a rule until the bird is handled ; also the 
hair-like growth sotoetimes found on the shanks and feet of clean- 
legged fowls, and in this case a defect. 

Furnished. — Feathered and adorned as an adult. A cockerel 
which has grown his full tail, hackles, comb, &c., is said to be 
" furnished." 

Gipsy Face. — The skin of the face of a dark purple or mulberry 
colour ; a face covered with short black hairs or feathers. 

Gullet. — The loose part of the -lower mandible ; the dewlap of a 
goose. It appears on fowls, and is seen most distinctly perhaps in 
old Cochin hens, when it resembles a miniature beard of feathers. 

Hackles. — The neck-plumage of a fowl and the saddle-plumage of a 
cock, consisting of long, narrow, pointed feathers. 

Hangers. — The lesser sickles and tail-coverts known as tail-hangers, 
and the saddle-hackle as saddle-hangers. 

Hoch. — The joint between the thigh and the shank, sometimes 
called the knee. 

In-kneed. — See " Knock-kneed." 

Keel. — The vertical part of the breast-bone, and in ducks the 
dependent flesh and skin below it. 

Knock-kneed. — The hocks near together instead of well apart. 

Laced, Lacing. — A stripe or edging all round a feather, differing in 
colour from that of the ground, single in such breeds as Wyandottes. 

Leader. — The single spike terminating the rose type of comb ; 
also known as the " spike." 

Leaf Comb. — A comb resembling in shape a butterfly with its 
wings nearly wide open, and the body of the insect resting on the 
front of the fowl's head ; it has also been referred to as resembling 
two escallop shells joined near the base, the join covered with a piece 
of coral ; seen to the best advantage on a Houdan cock. 

Leg. — The scaly part or shank. 

Leg-feathers. — Feathers projecting from the outer sides of the 
shanks. 

Lobes. — See " Ear-lobes." 

Marking. — The barring, lacing, pencilling, spangling, and the like, 
of the plumage. 

Mealy. — Stippled with a lighter shade, a defect in buS-coloured fowls. 

Moons. — Spangles. 

Mossy. — Confused or indistinct marking (a defect). 

Pencilled Spikes. — The spikes of a single comb that are very 
long and narrow, almost as broad at the base as at the top (gene- 
rally a defect). 

Pencilling. — Small markings or stripes over a feather, either 
straight across as in Gold and Silver Pencilled Hamburgh hens (and 
often known as bands), or in crescent-Uke form, following the outUne 
-of the feather, as in Brown Leghorns. 

Primaries. — See " Flights." 

Rose Comb. — A broad, solid comb, the top of which is nearly 
level and covered with several small regular points. It varies in 
length, width, and carriage according to breed. 
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Rust. — A patch of red-brown colour on the wings of some breeds of 
females, chiefly those of the black-red colour ; brown or red markings 
in black flufi or breast feathers ; known also as " foxiness " in hens. 

Saddle. — The posterior part of the back, reaching to the tail of 
the cock, and answering to the cushion of the hen ; also, the centre 
of a duck's upper bill, from the base two-thirds down toward the tip 
(near the bean), and nearly across to each side of the bill. 
Saddle-hackle. — See "Hackles." 

Secondaries. — The quill feathers of the wings which are visible 
when the wings are folded. 

Self-colour. — A uniform colour, unmixed with any other. 
Shaft. — The stem or quill part of a feather. 

Shqfty. — Lighter colour on the stem than on the webbing, a 
: desirable marking in dark Dorking hens, but generally a defect in 
other breeds. 

Shank. — See " Leg.'' 

Sheen.— -Blight and showy ; green-black ; a rich, soft, transparent 
green on a black foundation. The word is confined to the beetle- 
green-coloured plumage of black fowls in show condition, and to the 
colour of the black striping and lacing of other fowls. A bright and 
showy bird of any other than black is said to be lustrous. 

Shell Combs. — See " Leaf Comb." 

Sickles. — The long curved feathers of a cock's tail, properly applied 
to the top pair only, but sometimes used for the curved feathers of the 
" tail next to them, the prominent tail-coverts, which are also known as 
lesser sickles. 

Single Comb. — A comb which, when viewed from the front, is 
narrow, and having its spikes in line behind each other ; it consists 
of a blade surmounted by spikes, the lower (solid) portion being the 
blade, and the spaces between the spikes the serrations. It differs in 
size, shape, and number of serrations according to breeds. 

Spangling, — The marking produced by a large spot of colour 
on each feather differing from that of the ground-colour, when 
applied to a laced breed. 

Spur. — ^A projection or horny substance on the shanks of cocks, 
and sometimes of hens, near the heel. 

"Squirrel" Tail. — A tail, any part of which projects in front of 
a perpendicular hne over the back ; a tail that bends sharply over the 
back and touches, or almost touches, the head, like that of a squirrel. 

Strawberry Comb. — ^A comb somewhat resembling a half straw- 
berry, with the round part of the fruit uppermost ; known also as a 
half- walnut comb. 

Sub-variety. — See " Variety." 

Smface-colour. — That portion of the feathers exposed to view. 

Symmetry. — Perfection of proportion ; harmony of all the parts of 'a 
fowl, taken as a whole, and typical of the variety it represents ; shape. 

Tail-coverts. — The soft, curved feathers at the sides of the lower 
part of the tail. 
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Tail-feathers. — The straight and stiff feathers of the tail only. 
The top pair is sometimes slightly curved, but they are generaUy 
straight or nearly so, and, in the male fowl, are contained inside the 
sickles and coverts. 

Thigh. — That part of the leg above the shank, and covered with 
feathers. 

Thumb-marJced Comb. — A single comb possessing indentations 
in the blade ; generaUy a defect. 

Tri-coloured. — Of three colours. The term refers chiefly to buff 
fowls and is generally applied only to males when their hackles and 
tails are dark compared with the general plumage, and the wing-bows 
are darker. 

Trio. — A male and two females. 

Type. — See " Symmetry." 

Under-colour. — The colour of the plumage seen when a bird is 
handled — that is, when the surface is lifted ; the colour of the fluff 
of the feather. 

Variety. — A definite branch of a breed known by its distinctive 
colour or marking — for example, the Black is a variety of the Leg- 
horn. Sub-variety, a subdivision of an established variety, differing 
in shape of comb from the original — for example, the rose-combed 
Black is a sub-variety of the Black Leghorn. Thus the .breed includes 
all the varieties and sub-varieties, which should conform to the same 
standard shape. 

Vulture Hocks. — Stiff projecting quill-feathers at the hock-joint, 
growing on the thighs and extending backwards. 

Wattles. — The fleshy depending structure at each side of the 
base of the beak, chiefly developed in male birds. 

Web. — A flat and thin structure. Web of feather : the flat or plume 
portion. Web of feet : the flat skin between the toes. Web of wing : 
the triangular skin seen when the wing is extended. 

Whiskers. — Feathers growing from the sides of the face. 

Wing-bar. — Any line of dark colour across the middle of the wing, 
caused by the colour or marking of the feathers known as the lower 
wing-coverts. 

Wing-bay. — The triangular part of the folded wing between the 
wing-bar and the point (see " Diamond "). 

Wing-bow. — The upper or shoulder part of the wing. 

Wing-butt or Wing-point. — The end of the primaries ; the corners 
or ends of the wing. The upper ends are more properly called the 
shoulder-butts, and are thus termed by Game fanciers. The lower, 
similarly, are often called the lower-butts. 

Wing-coverts. — The feathers covering the roots of the secondary 
quills. 

Wry Tail— A tail-carry awry, to the right or left side of the 
continuation of the backbone, and not straight with the body of the 
fowl : a serious defect. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO JUDGES. 



The merit of specimens shall be determined by a careful examina- 
tion of all the essentials in the " Scale of Points," beginning with 
type, and contimiing through the list, deducting from the full value 
of each section of a perfect bird for such defects as are found in each 
specimen. Judges must consider carefully each and every section 
of the specimen, and not allow colour alone, or a specimen excelling 
only in head-points, to influence their decisions. The vital import- 
ance of typical shape of the breed that is being adjudicated upon ■ 
is to be borne constantly in mind, at the same time giving due 
consideration to colour in all sections, including under-colour. 

In determining size, the judge shall decide by comparing the 
specimens in competitions with due regard to weight in all breeds 
and varieties as specified in the standard. When a bird fails to attain 
to, or in case it exceeds, the size proportionate with the type or 
shape it must be discounted quite severely. It is desirable that the 
judge recognize and reward those specimens that come nearest to 
the ideal in shape, size, and weight, still giving the important and 
vital matter of correct plumage full credit. 

A specimen in any breed falling more than 1 lb. below weight or 
weighing more than 1|- lb. overweight shall be passed. 

Exhibits with any feather, feathers, or stubs on shanks or feet, 
or unmistakable indications of feathers having been plucked from 
same, must be passed.. 

A wing showing clipped flights or secondaries, or both, shall make 
the specimen ineligible for competition. 

Faking in any manner shall disqualify the specimen. 

The entire absence of main tail-feathers or absence of feathers 
from secondaries or primaries is a serious defect, and a specimen 
with only one sickle is to be penalized 8 points. 

The comb on a male specimen which merely turns over a trifle 
from the natural upright position is not to disqualify.; but the 
comb of a female which unduly obstructs the sight must be passed. 

A specimen in any breed exhibited in a dirty condition, infected 
with insects, or legs badly affected with scales must be passed. 
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STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE FOR JUDGING 
EGGS AND TABLE POULTRY. 



EGGS. 



Size of air-cell, small, almost nominal 

Weight of eggs (2 oz. standard) . . 

Texture of shell (smooth and thick throughout) 

Colour of yolk (deep orange) 

Consistency of albumen (not watery) 

Uniformity 

Shape . . 

Clean shells (natural bloom desired) 



Serious Defects. 



Points. 

40 
20 
15 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

100 



Blood spots and stains, cloudy yolks, developed germs, adhesion of 
yolks to shell, malformations. 



TABLE POULTRY. 
(Plucked, but undressed.) 

Youthfulness, general quality (particularly quantity 

of breast-meat) 
Size 

Fineness of bone and absence of surplus fat 
General marketable appearance . . 
Uniformity 



Points. 

55 
15 
10 
15 
5 

100 



Serious Defects. 

Crooked or smashed-down breast-bone ; the absence of head or 
sha'taks. 



By Authority : Marcus F. Masks, Government Printer, Wellington. 
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